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l·holl~h f requently in dil'lplil c wi,lh members, of the House of 
ctlllcc rnil1 B their revolutionary Sent llll ents. D unmore 

JJ III'!W
Q

:1CII • I ' "I" ' h ' , d F\ !'I Ilood ICrl11R with rhe co onlSlS. hiS armQr1l otl' .. 1~' lIIn IllC .... ' 0 ' . 

rclll lIL11lllhip wus rosie rcel by a cOll'lmon IIll~ rCs t In the sc ltl cn~ Cnl of 
Wl! ~ I C rl1 /HUU,"! which Dunmo re shared wnh George WaShingto n, 
Alld rew Lewis, ulld o the r prominent Virgini a ns. 

Dunmore wuS forced 10 leave Virginia when he chose to 
charnp; II Ih ~ en list of George Jl I. in the colonists' struggle fo r 
/JI(Jcpcnclollcc; thererorc, lhe most popula r event of his governorship 
wos Jlis sirong defense of the frontier in '1774. During that cam­
plI ign, he 1101' only commanded one division o f the army, but also 
shared the hardship of the common soldier by marching on foot 
nnd ca rrying his own knapsack. 

Sha ring Dunmore 's command in the wa r was Colonel Andrew 
Lewis. a reserved man of Irish descent who was a vete ran of many 
border co mpaigns, including the French and Indian War. At 
Ihe ri me of Dunmo re 's War, Lewis was a res ident of Botetourt 

ou nlY in ollthwest Virginia. 

Lt wis represenled his county in the House of Burgesses, He 
wns also the counly lieutcnant , ma in office r of the local militia. 
and in thot capncily he was so mewhat unpopu la r becausc of the 
,tri t di ciplinc ho imposed On his soldiers, A tall , dark-featured 
man, Lcwj~ was once desc ribed as, " a ge nius o[ the fores t, and the 
'try round trembles under him as he walks al ong, '" When increased 
Indlnn warfnre in 1774 inciicnl ed thai a slruggle was unavo'doblc. 
Dunm rr in Irueted Lewis 10 a ll OUI the mililia in his so lion 
'" Vireinln. 

I dcnhlp of Ihe Indin n ogniT'SI wh III 

lrot"" • dclcRillcd 10 n Inll hOI nee rU t r. I\ci.~Ir-I/I.~Ir-qlla. 
d h,t( 11 1'11 , 1 Ilk 11 . Ih · • hile" T his lille hod been 

&.riud " m hI Ind",,! I1l1me which b1ttnlficd 

ewis would lend his 

n ,talk (If the nmile 

\\.u~ ", "fI" lnl~ ,In ',' I t\Q, IIh". 
\ hit It\t 'Ih - (I I 'nl'ln\.' r Rh~r 
Ih~.,lll\'l ,' ,u, hl, hlrln' I" "tl."."\ I. n· 
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bIl l for Ihe nex t len years his act ivities Were ' 1763, s"i rtlcy In 

unknown. . of 1774 whe n the Indians werc planning War 
,In Ihe s P~lI1g Cornstalk appeared as an advocate for peace. 

nl!llinSI Ihe whIl es , d 'ded upon aggression, he led the m in an - h' people eCI 
BLiI when IS Ilcamped at Po in t Pleasant, a wooded area 

L vis's army c 
o[tock 011 C\ f the Ohio and the Great Kanawha rivers h nflucnce 0 , . . 
ncar I e co b JO 1774, was the major engagement of 
Thol bar lie, Octo er , 
Dunmore 's War. 

d ' to the battle originated in the French and Events lea mg up '6 b F h 
' he Treaty of Pa ns, 17 3, t e rene ceded the 

lndlan War .. By \rans-Allegheny America, But the B ritish still had 
Bril ish all claim to . I d ' I" " 

' h vast number of belligerent n lans Ivmg wnhin !O conlend wit a 
[hal conquered territory. 

A h be 'nning of the French and Indian War, the British hact 
tt e lll "d h" 

d \vhen the western tribes lOll1e t elr enemies. When been Slunne ' . 
h eal ized tbat Bri tish land policy had antagonized the Indians, 
teyr ' .. fl' , 
governmenl officials planned fo r a Just superVIsion 0 nd!an affatrs 
in the futu re. Knowing that it wo uld be disastrous to accompany 
a French defeat by further encroachment on Indian lands, the 
Srilish d! lermined lhal unregulated westward expansion would be 
stopped.' 

When the conflict with the French ended after almost eight 
yea" of fighting, the British longed fo r peace : therefo re, their of­
ficials adopted a conci liato ry policy toward the fndi ans, But though 
die Indians were appeased, the arrangement was wholly unsatisfactory 
to tbe land-hungry COlonists, 

The d;sire for fenil. land in the Ohio alley was one incent;". 
hich prompted residents of Pennsylvania and Virninia t join 

tbe I.Jllt a,lIn't Ih. French, For this rca On fronlic~men w re 
P )1" nIh.-, learned the T reo ly of En Ion "ipulal~ thll 
"round <anla" I "I Ihe AII-lIh.n;. " <'uld r m'l;tl 10" n hunllne ., IIId Ih be I . u, _ 

T 
• d 10 v.hll IIlcmem. 

n 

• 

." ~n 
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flroprlC fo r~ of Pennsylvllnia . olonel 'Henry Bouquet, commandant 
Il f FI n PIli , nph(.' /d [he SCH/Crl'I Cllt linc, and three years later ex tended 
il$ provisi liS to include the (rans~A"egheny areas of Maryland and 
Vlrgin/n. 

The Innd spcculalo rs ignored these treaties. however, and con­
linucd to survcy wes t of the mountains . In an effort to halt the 
invn,lon of more seWers, POntiac, an Onawa chieftain, led western 
Indiul'lto 10 ravage the frolllicrs of Virginia and Pennsylvania in 1763 . 
Duc 10 these attacks. Ihe Brit ish government issued a proclamation 
nbs hlfely rorbidd ing its citizens to settl e Wcst of the Alleghenies. 
'm only were the colonists forbidden to hunt or to sellle in that 

region. but the soldiers were commanded to arrest any British subject 
who broke the rule.~ 

Though ravorable to the Jndians, the arrangement was bitter for 
lbem. Once Ihe undisputcd owncrs of thc arca, thcy had becomc 
dependenlS of a foreign powcr. 

The Indians werc forced to accept British agents and troops 
inlo Iheir borders. Though the soldiers were supposedly there for 
In., protection of thc Tndians and to keep selliers from breaking thc 
1fC3IY, lbe Indians feared the troops would be scant security if the 
British wanted 10 change their minds. And change their minds they 
did. but tbe provis ions of the proclamation did keep selliers out of the 
InI_AlIegheny (or six years. 

The lack oC selliement did not mean the colonists were satisfied I" the alTllngemenlS, however, for they kept petitioning the 
8 ,.,.omment to ex tend the sell iement li ne. Consequently, 

lIe~li were negotiated to allow Bril ish sellicment From the 
II Carolin ' trginia border to a po int nca r Long Island on the 
• Rher. then in a traight line 10 the mouth or Ihe Great 

1.-Il110 be Ri~.r,· 

Treal) of nn Innw;., 1768, nnd Ihe Trent of 
Iller. Ih •. I.. tinn 011(/ Ihe herake, re"n, 

1/1 t.rc BUI n Ih nlh'r h nd, Ihc Ircall 
I dl pure wllh th "" ·'I~m I n~IUlI "h,' 
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31 k hd . . Nations and the Chero ecs a no fight to aell 
dcd Ihol the SIX conlen 

Ihe lond. . h' h 
f h question concernmg owne rs 'p, t Ousands of 

Rc,gn rcl less ,0 I ch trans-Allegheny region. Settlements were 
sell ler5 moved Jld"Oh I f~rkS of [he Ohio and along the valleys of the ,

. h d Moun t C hi A did 
eswb IS C a Greenbrier, and Mononga c a. n a n specula_ 
Halsron, Wuraug , . to the uninhabited area along the Ohio River. [Ors sen I surveyors In 

d lators found a champion in Lord Dunmore. These Ian specu '. 
. I ' Virginia he became m fected with speculative U n his arn \la lfl . 

po . f years as governor were ma rked by lOcreased 
fever . . n n~ hiS t?:'tfy This wes twa rd expansion was One of the e-xpanslOlllst ae IVI . _ 
major causes of D unmore's War. 6 

The greatest dema nd for western settlement. was .voic~d by 
soldiers who bad been promised land to pay fo r theIr se rvices In the 
French and Indian War. And with Dunmore's supp~rt many 
\'ef'erans were granted subs tantia l holdings a long western nvers, the 
Coal. Poc3talico, Great Kanawha, Little Kanawha , Big Sandy, 
and Ohio. 

This cession of wes tern lands intensified d isagreements between 
lhe Vir£inians and the Pennsylvanian s who we re in constant conflict 
over Iheir borders. The land around tbe forks of tbe Obi a was a 
panicular source of contention between the two colonies. 

In 1774 Dunmore sent Dr. John Connolly to Fort Pitt, the 
siockade al Ihe source of Ihe Ohio River. Thougb he had received 
medical training in his youlb, Connolly was mOre inleresled in 
.. Itm londs Ihan in the medical profession. An inlelligenl man. 
be "'U abo Con<idered to be unscrupulous, danger us. nnd full of 
nJr.guc; He was accused 01 fermenling Ihe boundary dl pUle Iween 
\ I","" and Pcnnv)lv.n!a nd oC bringing n Ihe border lrouble .b IlIc Indian.' • 

\,'j,ttn,C""'!a 11, '""1 mel Dunmore II hen Ih ~ \' rn r vi il d \\ 'Iem 
ordo~nnrdlhe umnltr or 1773 \ ()UllfI\ "'\ ' nt . (' nn II~ 

n 0( Ih 1" "\<'1\ 'ab 1.1 t · ,/ n ",III J 
lhe • n 1"0 III!ttl nJ h ml'llia 

d I' n 1/\ 111.1 • but 

, ...... 



33 
when he wns relcosed. he ga l he red a group of men and took control . 
of fIle fori which he renamed Fort Dunmore. 

The Indions look odva ntage of the quarrels between colonial 
officials . S OOI1 ofter Connolly's action, a Pennsylvania trader On 
his \\Iuy to Ihe Shuwnee towns in Objo was attacked by Indians, 
wh lilled IWo of his men. 

Con nolly immediately issued a prOclamation warning settlers 
n lofl~ the Ohio Ihat [he Shawnees were not to be trusted. And be­
nuse Ihe Indians had declared host ile intentions toward the whites, 

Connolly ordered the Virginians to arm themselves and to punish the 
Indians for any act of aggression. a 

This warning caused panic among the settlers, and hundreds of 
people began '0 re. rea. from the Monongahela Valley. In south­
\\ I irginia [he frontie rsmen rapidly deserted their farms , until 
[he vnlleys of .he Clinch and Holston were almost abandoned. 

\ hen ConnoUy's circular reached Wheeling, a new settlement 
along the Ohio R iver, the inhabitants were fi red with eagerness to 
aUa k the enemy [owns to the West. A man with considerable ex­
P"ri n e in Indian affairs, Captain Michael Cresap, was petitioned 
10 lead them. Though Cresap counseled for peace, he led the 

1I1ers in Iwo a ltacKs On small parties of Indians. 

And thougb there were several minor encounters between tbe 
bil and the Indians during the spring of 1774, the event whicb 

lri red Ihe long-expcc.ed wa r was .he murder of several relatives 
ot lopn. a Mingo chief.ain. Logan blamed Captain Cresap for .he 

Ib 0( hI family .• hus the war is sometime called Cresap's War. 

er p.. nOt pr COl at Yellow Creek When .he slaugb.er ned. 

, C'r. D lream OOwing inlO Ihe Ohi River (rom 

Ih of on Dunmore. W Q Ih ite pC nn 
b) '01 II ,r up o( In i n \ crt", th 

tn lIIf'Cd Th Indi It'. file n1 n, 
Cll.!-Q, (Irne I Ih Ilk, ~~"'r RUlli \\." tf,,~ 

01 I "I< \1". l:d Ih h Ih' 
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, ve re challenged to somc targct shoOting, InelHIns \ h' h h 
The sober e el11ply Ihe Wiles s ot tern, Wben I CJI' "ll ns wcr , I d h h 

' Id when I 1 ~ . she was killed a so, an t . e tree drunken .11 . d [0 escape, f h' 
rht' W(nlHlI! rn ~ k"d The child, the son 0 a W Ite trader . . !Ol11ahaw c;: • • Inel,ans \\ere ~ 
, 111 ken fO bis far her. 

" " L nn's siSler, and one of the men Was his 
The woman wasL og relaliated immedialely, He decla red that h efore ogan 

bro/her: I .cr "I h had taken ten lives for each One of his family 
ldflghl ur1lJ .e , d' f d' 

h,· "'ou , s were commumcate In a nOle Oun lied b His gflcvance 
mem ers. . b bin of a settler on the Holston River. 10 a war club In t e ea 

CBplnin Cre~.!lp:, " 11 m people on Ye llow C ree k for? The White 
Wh~1 dId )o~.k l a l c!onesloca. a lillie while ago, and , Ihough t 

peop./e kdled my B I~ you killed nlY kin again on Yellow Cre7k. and 
nothing of !hal. u, prisoner Then I Ihouch! I m llst klll too; 
they look mbY eO"hls;.ne limes I~ war since; but Ihe India ns are not and I ha\'e een 
anl!n r• only myself. 10 • 

Jui\r '21. li7-; (signed) Captam John Logan 

B~cause of the increased Indian .,tacks, the Virginians prepared 
(or war. Se .... eral new forlS were built along the frontie r. And the 
gon~mor was petitioned for troops [0 wage an offensive War against 
.he Indians , 

GO\"(~mor Dunmore took immediate action to protect the 
Iron tier, He appoimed Andrew LeWis as commander-in_chief of a 
lo~ 10 be recruiled from Virginia's western Counties, LeWis's men 
~ re ordered to proce: d 10 the moulh of the Great Kanawba Ri"er, 

Iter building 3 fOri there, the mili tiamen were 10 cross the Ohio 
Rile, 10 destroy the Indians' villages, " 

III tbe mcalllime. Dunmore planned to Ira"cl to the [or f 

Oh be,. he Would rai~e anotber regiment. Hi fo = would 
Ira I "h"ard .'ong the Ohio Rher f r a OJ .tin~ \\ilh 

I.e.,... pr .bl) at tbe mouth of the Gre t K,n,wh .- Dun-
COIInt)' heutenant . "Th t lb . tint') r> y 

lion n) Ihlng In ml I' r 
r to (umi h • - -
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Recru iliug slnl'lcd Ill'1mcdillicly, and by Ihe firSI part o( Septem­
ber. Lewis's IIrlllY nssemblcd at Camp Union On Lhe Greenbrier 
Rh c.r, nenr prescnl -dny Lewisburg, Wes t Virginia . FirSI to arrive 

{II Ihe ('l1 rnp were men from Augusta County under the command 
of hAdes Lewis. n younger brolher of Andrew. A favo rit e with the 
~l fl. hll rlcs Lewis was n brave officer who had served in the 
f:'rench nnd Indian War. 

COllJl11Dnciing men from Boteto urt County Was a skillful 
urgeon. Colonel William Fleming. He had also se rved in the 

French ond Indian War as a surgeo n in Washington 's regiment. 
I rcr he hud commanded several frontier forts , and as coloncl of 
Ih\.' BOlcloll n miliria , hc became its commander When Andrew 
Lewis, rhe county-lieutenant, was given command of the whole 
division. I,) 

Independenl companies were led by Caplain Evan Shelby, 
C.plain William Russell , and Colonel John Field. 

Colonel William Chris tian 's men (rom Fincas tle County rai sed 
(he a,rmy's number to approximately J ,500 men. Because they o nly 

arri\ <d al Camp Un ion Ibe eveoing before Ihe a rmy began 10 
""",,b. Chrisljan ·s Iroops were lefl behind for a few days 10 provide 
(0' transponing eXIra baggage and supplies." 

The soldiers al Ca mp Union were a remarkable group of men. 
\I .... y .. ,e velerans ot Ihe French and Indian War or of ol her 
bonkr ",.rla,e. BOlh officers and men we re dressed in fringed 

J"l him dyed b'ighl hues of ye llOW, brown, and rcd. Long 
.-0'*" Ie '"P, caps. and moccasins comp/eled Iheir " uniforms." " 

l'ht" .. capons consisled of a gun , usually an English-Iype 
I tt Of lon, rine. a lomohawk, and a ,c"lping knife. hOI bags 
P""Jcr m huna (,am Iheir bellS. 

II 
iplilled orm '. r, Ihe 

r 'u,wi lled by Ihoi, ,,,, n 
. hur( t/ (111~ 1l(l~ 1 he) 

IIIII'dll 111,'11.1· , "lid i( il 

''1 
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CbarJes Lewis Jefl Camp Union with 60() 
On Sep,ember. 6, hem 108 head of beef callIe and 500 P8ck . h look wllh I 16 

men. r ey, 4 000 pounds of flour. ·cs carrylllg 5 , 

h ON 'I lh ,'r own road as they advanced for more Id' · . bUJ I e . 
The so ,ers d down 'he Alleghcny M oun,.,ns. But though 

'han 100 miles up an ver rough ,errain, therc was a minimum of 
I lIlarch was a h d h Elk R ' 'he line a . ' 2 1 days the group rcac etc 'vcr, near 

d!lay, and w,'hlOl Wcst Virginia. There thcy halted and bUilt 
day Char eSlon, Oh ' Ri B h 

pre5enl- n art their supplics to the '0 ver. y t e time 
canoes 10 Ira sp pie ted the rest of the army, except Christian's [he canoes were com , 
men bad arrived. 

, . h . of preparation for war, Andrew Lewis received Dunng I e llme . .. 

. . d [rom Dunmore. On July 24 the m,iIt'a had been confltcung or ers .. . h . 
I 

" Iy 'he Great Kanawha River, t _ en to proceed mto ordered '0 or, '. 
IndIan lerruory. . . But two weeks later Dunmore d,rected LewIS to 

h
' at the Liule Kanawha River, near present-day Parkersburg, meet .'m h f d 

West Virginia. Lewis , however, chose to fa llow t e ust Or ers from. 
Dunmore. I} 

Lewis's army broke camp a t the Elk River, O ctobe r 2. DUring 
the fh'e-day march along the northern bank of the Kanawha R iver, 
tbe militiamen were under observa tion by Indians. Scouts moved 
ahead of tbe main division to warn of probable da nger. 

The Virginians reached the Ohio a t p resent -day Po int Pleasant, 
WCSI Virginia, October 6, Where they expected Dunmore to be 
.... ,tiog. They lound instead that the governor had changed his 

plans apln. A note delivered to Lewis o rde red the mililiam n to 
JOIn Dunmor. a t the Hockhocking (now HOCking) River. 

J.n. .~ hi m n were in no mOOd to c mply immC'Cli3tcly 
'Dmor., old I. rbe .ppointed pI e, ~ O mil . Up't m. 

"':mel! Y lUI Ih "ar mell lid "'"' II I 1r.J \ I , \ n.j it 
Ihclc:u 10 IlUJI b thlll nt II) nlll. ut r th "'I~ fn: m I 

"I'''''. Ih u, . 
I r • .-un.1.lIIO 
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1111d. seflir..1I1lcnts ens 1 of Ihe Alleghenies. And since. it would be 
~ " . . . " 
""crnl dnyl'o berore Colonel Chnstlan could arnve with additional 
provbions. Lewis no tified Dunmore thai he would not leave. that 
IIrcn (or n few days. II 

Dunmore did not give any reaSOns for changing his orders 
10 Lewis. A greAt many events had occurred since the governor 
I fl Williamsburg, however, which may have caused him to alter his 
original pla ns to destroy the indians. 

One of these events had transpired prior to Dunmore's arrival 
in the n rth when 400 men commanded by Colonel Angus McDonald 
had moved agains t the Indians. A resident of Winchester , Virginia, 
M Donald had traveled west early in 1774 to survey lands granted to 
\'clernns of the French and Indian War. Because McDonald and 
hi party were harassed by hostile Indians, they ret urned to Wheeling. 
\ hen Dunmore learned of the Indians's act ions, he ordered Mc­
Donald to recruit some troo ps and march against the Indian town, 
\ appalomica, sometimes spelled Wakatomica, on the Muskingum 
Rh 'er, near present-day Coshocton, Ohio. 

McDonald's men and the Indians played hide-and-seek (or 
vernl days in so me minor skirmishes. F inally the Indians asked (or 

a lruce, bUI suspicious of their si ncerity, McDonald destroyed some 
Ind,an property before his men wilhdrew from enemy territory." 

In hi report to Connolly, McDonald sa id, " I deSiroyed thcir 
om field. bu rnt their cabins, look Ih ree scalps, and made one 

r. I had two men killed and ix W IIndcd ."'· But the expcdi-
1lI0I'I had lillie errc t n the Indians, f r they c ntinlled th ir attacks 

IIlcmcnlS long Ihe Iriblliorle or th hi and the M n n-
p!lc:1a "\"Cll. 

k I'n th Indl n I wn,. I nalll". 
W,l r'cruitln 111 \\hi 'h ('\<n \ 

111m 11<1 ... 1 I \ r .km ~ \'"nl\ I 'il1l~nl d ) 
0) 11111111 m 11 1111 1,,1 It '111 \ r \ \ unt' 

U!ldln Il~ ItaIllctthl p of "" I I. 110111 \ I, ph (I 

I I I r tIl ~ 

ill I I r 11 
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J_ b h ' 
d Iho fronlicr. lit t c two regiments I . ' R O'ld IOWIlI' . 

I )I1i.1 Ornddoc r< S • C • k on the M onongahela River. Stephen's 
III (! R dsfollC rcc I' h'l 0 ~('I'.lnlll'd II f C , d ,.v, ccling with the supp ICS, W I C unmore 
• I I IOWll r 1 . "I'h M ' C 1II/;,11 If/H'C ('(: . ' . , 10 Fori DUlIl1lore. e re aJor Onnolly 

h ol ha r..:gtnH.: n . D ' d' , , 
1I1f1n.·h,·d I e . . d Ihe army boos ting lIlllnOrC S IVISlon to 

00 o rc lIIen JOIl1C I h h 
nnd 2 III ' . h'ch W'IS ~ol11cwhut CSS I an t c number 

"00 "oldl l· I·~. WI. I 2 70 
uhuII' , ~ . The IWO divisions numbered more t lan ,Omen, 
in LeWIS S I1rmy. whom had been recruited west of the Blue Ridge 
h \\'C\ 'C'r, III SI of 
M un rnin~ . 

n' the fort the Virginia governor received While ho wns .• 
r e rrom the l!ldlnns, and a conference was arranged \'t"rlllrcs pene . Wh ' 

, h The main spokesman for the rnd13ns was lie Eyes, a \\ llh 1. t' I1I , B ' 'h B ' 
I h' r who was rriendly to the ntis, ut conspIcUOus by IX UWJrc C,' Ie 

his ab l'ncc was Corns talk, chicr or the Shawnee,s, and, though 
Dunn) re pledged rriendship wi ,h 'he peacerul , Ind,ans, httle was 

\; mplishcd because or the absence or the war like tnbes, 

Und '<fred by 'he Indians' peace ofrers, Dunmore and his army 
mc.WN soulh" nrd nlon8 the Ohio in two divisions--onc by la nd, the 
"'ber by boa .. They hailed when Ihe)' rcached 'he Hockhocking 
R" r, an Ohio !ribula ry abou, 40 miles n rlh of ' he Grenl Kanawha 
R" r ;\ , ' h I i,e 'he s Id iers ere led a sloc kade which 'hey named 
Fon rIO" r 10 honor Dun more' friend. Ihe orl of Gower. Ther. 
()gil e "ailtd hoping Ihal Cornslark would appr neh him for 

• bul no m ngr arri" cd from Ihe hawne . 

I ., ,hal lime wa busy "'i 'h plans of his OWn , ware 
""'- b lhe I" Imlie., Ihe hicfWin, of Ih ' nOrl h" ' Slcm 

to me., Ihe inl Illn rhollgh b na lUI'( a mililnnl 

ir:DpQ.ubk led thaI hi reopl ,holild mlll ' pca ' . H, 
I del I Ilk \ " Ill; n 

I r. \ m',al 
\Jl"t d J t 

o 
f( 
s 

" 
( 

• 
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. .,;.!\ (1'0111 Ihe wooded aren where Lewis's a rmy was sleeping. 
fJ\~II1I' , . 

h ," ' I'" Of Ilu.: Indmns wCI'e Shawnees, therc were some Mingos rhOu£: '"" • 
, 

"
",,, , . )l tlIIdo ts. and Ottawas . 

• II'\! '" , ' 

II WIlS only by accident thal the Virginians learned the Indians 
"t' r\! lIC'nrby. Sh rlly uClcr d3ybreak on October 10, two soldiers 

• • ",' IIC hunting when they saw a large group of Indians coming \h.' n: F _... . . 

hrouQh rhe woods abou l three nllies from the frontiersmen's en­, -
" mpnt nl. 

One f Ihe so!diers was killed immediately by the Indians, but 
th .. ' olher mUllu,gcd [0 return and a larm the army, Preparations were 
m3de I figh t. a lthough Lewis thought the Indians were only a 

urin! pa rty,'n 

The militiamen's camp was located in a vulnerable spot. The 
Ohio Rh er fl owed o n the West side of the area, the Kanawha River 
lorm«l n southern boundary. and along the eastern side was a small 
. mtm. Crooked reck. With the Indians advancing from the north, 
mrnt was impo sible. 

afrer sunri e the Virginians moved to meet the Indians. 
Cornman.kr L wi o rdered his brother, C harles. to lead 150 Augusta 
tlOOpI rrom the Kanawha Ri ver side of the camp to meet the enemy 

the edge of C rooked Creek . t tbe sa me time Colonel Fleming 
cd long the Ohio Rive r wi th ao equal number of Botetourt 

•• \ b OUJ • mile: rrom camp. Charles Lewi 's tr ops encountered 
I • IIIId w" ullc r d a fatnl wound. Be nuse f the 

number of Indi n . the militiamen were freed t • 
• • • .... ~ ..... 

II rntn laun h cb ir II I. . , I. n 1 F1 mit\.~ 

~\nc.i) .W1~~. bill the cn.m) d\ n \ \ ,-h h .. hro . \ , 'l. n 
II) • I,'n ·1 I I 1<1 nJ r r 'jlll I'( 

II m th 

I /It 
\ u U Cd I J I t. lit 

ch \ 
,DCltIm!!!!CII I'U\ll!tid I I I 

I 



.1(} V II,(IINII\ III ~ I'(mv wn~ I' 

I h~ 11r
c til l~l'I nr \wrlstnlk \VII ~ ~ 'till ~m l lli rill~ HI\..' whl'I '\ l'nnle. 

" " ' " Ih. 11 1,1, I' III ' ' l' II m ' l his "l'k , '''ll Y. " U<, ~ Ir\lllj; . I It low. \h{1r(11 \\ ~ II. II'I 

~h"'lh "It I 111'"1 III rt hl llljl SII"''''''''. \1'11 ' 11 It 11'", "lll il,", 
Ih", hi 110111", "'"Id 11111 r",w III, \'I , ~I II llI liS f"'lll Ihdr I :>sit.,)". 
( "'",Ioll ",d , ,I n I·ft ·UI. Iltl, 11\'111111 \ "'11'1<1.-11 " ll h ., fl ,," hili 

., I",! ''','l 'II "r~ ""U,'I Ihl' \ 'lI1'mll,II "f 1'1'1",11, ),'h" 
\IU It

j

(, ." \hUlh~ \\ ,. 11\1 1' "r\\' ~hl" t 

111\1\ J 11\\111\\\", I, th'lI \\ If hdttl \, .t' \\ ,h 

'"1,1\ I h\\\th ill Ih~· h'I , I \ ~'Ul t \\ \ 

' Ih, "Ihdl 1.'1" lid Itl' Ilh \ " 
III, , III h"III" III " h~h I th,,, "I 

I h ,I> 

a!l(lUI<, 
II~m ft1rnl'N .,~,,\ ... \ 1 

II , 

\ II 

lh \' 
, 
, 



D UN MORI!'S W"R 
41 

I ~l.!OI I!'81 11 8 from rhe English before, They scalped many of ~tlL' 1 f1 , • f . . 
chelr (lwn th=l1(f fa ~) .. evellt thell·. nlhng I1'1to our hands. buried num­
tx'rs. chf'CW 1110IIY mto tho O hiO, and no doubt carried oU many 

d ,·t. " 'ollnde . 

The Virsininns' loss wns estimated al 46 killed, nine of whom 
\\ rt· cnnulIiss ioncd orriccrs including Colonel Charles Lewis and 
l*'I1l'1 John Ficld. Almost 100 men were Wounded. Spoils of war 

(nken by Lewis's m CIl included 20 scalps, 80 blankets, 40 guns, and 
mun ' t(1rnuhnwks. Indian losses were judged to be mOre than 270, 
bur there was no reliable record of their dead. 

a f midn ighl the arrival of Colonel Christian 'S regiment rnised 
Ihr l1lomlc (t he weary soldiers. And the next morning when scouts 
",paned Ihnl rhe enemy had withdrawn ncross the river, uneasiness 
1m ng Ihe Ir ps was dissolved. 

, \l Ib ugh he was aware Ihal Ihe Indians were attacking Lewis. 
Dunmort d id not go fO the aid of the southe rn division. lnstend, 
on (Xlobcr II, Ihe governor Icrl Fort Gower and marched toward 
1M Indinn t wn< on ci pp Creck. His stralegy was designed to 

h. rmy between the allacki ng I"d iuns and Iheir vi llages. 
Tk north rn divisi n had nOt mar hed far whcn news rcached 
DImm ~ I \\ i " ,i lOry 01 Pint Pleasa n/." 

On lbe Ihird day after Ihe bailIe, n messenger fr m Dunm re 
"" '" u",j 10 r Ihe hio inl Ihe Indions' terril ory. 

auld conlinue 10 march also, und Ihe 111'0 divisions woul 
Ibe) rri"cd 01 Ihe hOI nc ' towns . II wOS n week, 

lor Ihc ir Inion Inlled IOwnrd th ' rcnue7\,01lS with 

I1Mrn dl\l I n \\0 nn(lu l I. l1Iik /'" m th,' 
nc I lit PI" ent 1"\\1\ \1' hilh,'lllh', hi<', 

IIX'I,'4:n I '"''''''1,' i"Ji"IIIIl' til, ,1·,,1t hI 
, ,.!lII,h It ,""r ,t, 

h' h .. ", r I" ,I ~n til 
t, h r \ 
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15 His forccfulness and composure II ... _ 
I" C orrUUlIcn . h' "" 

\\il h dccorn 1\ ca used his hearers fO compare 1m 10 ...... 1.. 
h · conference h -..... 

'I!(\k,' Itf le i / nnd Ri hard Henry L ee, Tough he sUed . ' Pll frid ('nr), h 
tlr:IWI$ tb: . • dcd Ihnr Ihe whiles had been I c sole caUSe Of r\lr lx'nt' . he onlC Il 
Ihe war. JO 

~ limt' Lewis was moving toward the Shawnee AI the ~a l1l e d h ' 
' h h '~ llIili lioltl C' n. Dunmore (ca rc I e arnvaJ of such ,ill i!i'~ wit 1:S . • 

• f 'o" ld dis rupI Ihe pence negOft a llOns. a nd he Ordered Il Iflrg~ Or\.'C \\ . . 
' , h II h I"~ lroopS Though LeWIS nnd a few offlcen were I \,' \\ IS: II {\ S • _ 

, ' :" to ('Om I Camp Charlorre I make lerms witb the lin Ik\'1 " h 
h 'cwis doubled Ihnl If wos Wise to move ( rougb Indian 3 \\ll q 

h.'rrilf'lry with nil' n rew men; t.herer reo the whole army continUed 
, ,. 

Km I'd Dunlll re s amp. 

;\s Ib y 01 reb , b \\ " e(, Ihe lroops took a wrong route 
" b ~~, /h 01 bel" "n th n _ tinling Indinns and the Shawnee 

I,' " 101m '&31 'I)' Comsl1ll nd his foil wing left the peace 
I lUld h I n. I / Iheir b m , Dis/urbed by this 

Ie / Lewil' mp and ord red a retreal 
Pi<-ll>3ll1 'n of the nrmy \\ binderan to 



DUNMollu's Wi\I~ 
43 

I hili rhe f SI or Iho res idents escaped ,'J Logon d :d not r~ ~II , , 

I ' rl' 1(1/ I h l~ dcstl'lIClloll , nor (lid he go to War against the whit,,!! r~f,I I I • .. • 

• 11 nn I (ulll r " ,lIIe. . , 
01lfll1l011o::-' frcn r), wllh the Jl1dHtllS was favo ruble to the BritiSh , 

rhc Indftt/! ' pI' mlsed 1.0 return nil prisoners, horses, and other 
.. I!'" hm fhey hne! laken from the se lllcl's, T hey agreed to cease 

f,rr"jrrp 'HI rhe "nsr 'rn side of Ihe Ohio. Boats [raveling On the 
h~u Rh I. .. r would nOt be moles ted, Rules governing trade were 

h.1 ttC ... f n Ql'clill "' 10 British regulutions. And as a gUArantee for 
inl: the trealY. Ihe Brilish look some Indian hoslages. " 

n e Ih pence negoliallons were Concluded. both divisions o( 
fb- 00) were <l i' bnndcd. although a sm,,1i garrison was sialioned 
I II>' mou lh f Ihe rent Kanawha River. Dunmore was escorted 

No: 10 F rt Gower by ornslalk. There on November 5, somo of 
1M nllbliomen drafled n resolul ion which is sometimos ea lied the 
•• ,.. nl I d clarmion of Independence." 

The d umenl SUr led Ihat though th e soldiers had been living 
Ihr ODd f r Ihree m nt h , their countrymen should nOI be 

ltJ,b .. 01 Ibeir m ve mcnts. They hnd n I used their arms for any 
jIIII n pi to h nor mericn and Virgin ia. 

Thr: I lien run her declared their I alty to the King (If England 
lie rdJlled o\ cr n brave " nd free people, but th y en­
Ilk" Ime 01 liberty outw illhcd ni l Iher nsldcrmi ns. 

nOI~cJ Ih Ir n: pc t (or l.. rd Dunm rc, stlllins on 
I I lhe mp riB" h II becn lin lertn,en (or no purpose 

III, h I 

::~ pt",,"_U' undw ken til t , 
Il ~~~C II 

n I 
rr I 
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Brllish land policy Ihe caule of tbe rn.u.. will(ul violalion o( 
blc .It 

lrou . d upon al Camp Charlolle Were DIlly 
The peace terms agree expecled 10 relurn 10 Ihe frontier the 

(or Ihc governor . h hId' 
I mpornry. I d a las ling peace Wll len raol. Be. . ar 10 conc U C h 
( lIoWI08 ye. Dunmore did nOI return 10 t e West. But 
cou c o( nallonal event. did result in an agreement whieh kePt . I'ons Ihe next year f 
negolla , . cCul during the first two years 0 the War rhe weSlern Ind,ans peac 
(or Independence. 

pon Inc outbreak of the Revolution . relations bet~een 
Du d rhe colonials became stramed . Dunmore remaIned nmore an . f . h' 
loyal 10 Britain. and the governor waged war ar~ agamst IS former 
(rieods. Thus in July 1776. an army oC colonIals led by Andrew 
u . (orred Dunmore to leave Virginia. Soon thereaCter Dunmore 
~rumed 10 Great Bririan without any furt her involvement in ...... _,_. aU' " 
"""'""" '" rs. 

Uwis. on rhe olller hand. served Virginia in variou capacllle 
omil hi> dearb near the end of the ReVOlutionary War. Their 
Clppultnl. ComsWk. remained a friend to the (ronlicr men until he 

IIQcberously killed by Ille whites in 1777 near the battleground 
~ be bad led hi w rriol'$ three yeal'$ beCore. 

Durin lbole years Corn talk had Often i ited rhe m n "'h ,PI~,* lbe IOtUde 81 Point Plea ant . In tn utumn f I 

10 lbe t n. Corn 1111e t Id Ih ffi C! th I Ihe Britl h 

non'". lern Indi n to I( In Ih fi hI 

Or I d In IIi n.:~ IIh Ih Drill 
0II1d I, hr tf Ih Ih r Jr, 
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SeC'" Dunmore' War oc<:urred on the very eve of the 
1111"'" War. the Imporlance ot this conflict i. otten over. 

N • c.J HUI wil h Ihe "' . alion ot Indian raid •• larae numbers of 
..... liO" and Cllier moved Into Kentucky and to other pans ot the 

(lJ 1/<" . There Ihey establlsh.ed set~lcm~nt •. whole inhabitanll were 
, fC> n ible r r Amenean vlctones In the West during the 

;ttIIJrJIC ~ ,independence. 

la bh hl I ry of the combat for independence in the Weat, 
n.C"OdOl'C R \ It aid Ihat Dunmore's War, "kept the northwestern 

quiet ( r the fiISt three years of the Revolutionary struggle; 
all il rendered possible the selliemenl of Kentucky, and 

the winning of the west. Had it not been for Lord Dun. 
car. it is m re Ihan likely that when the colonies achieved 

frKdom. they would have found their western boundary fixed 
AI.lellbmy M ouo tills ... J. 

War al a provided valuable battle experience for 
\ 'ql!lil' w. Men in the armies of both Lewis and Dunmore 
t ID the Revolution . The roster of soldiers serving in 

~::::ar 1isttd many men who became ramous in the [lght for 
it George Rogers Clark , Daniel Morgan, William 

be/by. Others became statesmen and govern· 
the new nlllion. And a large majority of the men 

00 the American rrontier had rought with 
• 
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m r 01 VI,."aJa; and Tbomu Burlc • 
Carolina, 

on dJcf Dunmore' War leeler qua/lila of ~ 
JIPIIlkalleldel'Jlalp amon, I pard lpanl$, bUI Ibe campaJlD --. 
\ .... 1iIDI conflClc:oce In lhelr lren"h and endurance. Thou ... 
\'I . , and Jacking In lraloin,. Ihey had lriumphed "'" 

00Il . nil. n wled,c U lained lhem dUriDa 
~ American independence. 


